
28th  Annual Missouri Association of Treatment Court Professional’s Conference Agenda                                                                                                                                                                        
From the Courtroom to the Community                                                                                                                                  

Branson Hilton and Convention Center                                                                                                                                            
(March 25-27, 2026)                                    

Please Note:  You MUST wear your nametag to attend any sessions, meals or snack breaks.                                                       
(Onsite staff are NOT authorized to make exceptions—you will have to retrieve your badge).                                                      

(Meals Served:  Wednesday (Lunch); Thursday (Breakfast and Lunch); Friday (Breakfast)   

Evaluations are a huge part of the reason MATCP is able to secure such quality national speakers.  Please take a few 
minutes after each session to fill out your session evaluations.  Once you turn in your completed evaluations, you will be 

given a ticket to enter for the end of the conference drawings.                                                                                                                              
(You must be present to win any conference giveaways—see you at Closing Session!)   

Monday, March 23, 2026 

12:00p.m. 

  4:00p.m.-6:00p.m.  

 

Conference Planning Committee Arrives 

Board Meeting (Roark Creek)  

 

 

Tuesday, March 24, 2026 

2:00p.m. - 6:00p.m. 

12:00p.m.-4:00p.m. 

4:00p.m. - 5:00p.m. 

5:00p.m. - 6:00p.m. 

 

Registration & Vendor Area Opens 

Opening Session Rehearsal (Taneycomo A)   

TCC Meeting (Roark Creek) 

Moderator Meeting (Roark Creek) 

 

 

Wednesday, March 25, 2026 

6:00a.m. 

7:00a.m. - 8:00a.m. 

Registration Opens 

Exhibit Booths Open 

 

 

8:30a.m. - 9:00 a.m. 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

Presentation of the Colors: Branson Veterans of America 

National Anthem:  Mark Rundel  

Opening Ceremonies:  Matthew Melton (Taneycomo A) 

 

  

9:000a.m. – 10:15 a.m. 

 

 

  

 

10:15a.m.-10:30.a.m. 

Keynote Address 

• “If Addiction Is the Problem, Connection is the Cure”  Presenter: Judd Shaw; Moderator:  Honorable Matthew 
Melton (Taneycomo A) (POST Requested)                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

• Break 

10:30a.m. - 11:45a.m. 

 

 

Plenary Opening  

• “Adult Treatment Court Best Practice Standards” Presenter: Matt Ouren; Moderator; Honorable Alan Blankenship 
(Taneycomo A)  (POST Requested) (Session Sponsored by All Rise) 

 

 

11:45a.m. - 1:00p.m. 

 

Lunch (Exhibit Hall) 

 

.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

1:00p.m. - 2:30p.m 

 

 

Breakout Sessions  

• “Reducing Disciplinary Infraction While Enhancing Treatment Adherence” Presenter:  Dr. Ken Robinson and 
Wendy Sandifer; Moderator: Honorable Scott Lipke (Taneycomo A) (POST Requested)  

• “Complex Clinical Case Management and Advanced Ethical Decision-Making in Treatment Courts” Presenter: Jim 
Eberspacher & Julie Seitz; Moderator Moderator: Honorable Matt Wilson (Taneycomo B) (Session Sponsored by 
Impaired Driving Solutions) (POST Requested) 

•  “The Multidisciplinary Team: Turning Insight into Action” Presenter: Matt Ouren; Moderator: John Bartholomew 
(Short Creek 1 & 2) (POST Requested) (Session Sponsored by All Rise) 

• “Right Participant, Right Intervention: Identifying High Risk Individuals and Service Adjustments that Work” 
Presenter:  Honorable Casey Clevenger and Todd Schwent ; Moderator: Clayton VanNurden (Short Creek 3 & 4) (POST 
Requested) 

• “Not Just Lived Experience—Skilled, Trained, and Certified: The Peer Professional in Treatment Courts” 
Presenter: Honorable Alan Blankenship, Derek McClure & & Kelly Hendrix; Moderator; Lori Franklin (Roark) (Session 
Sponsored by Missouri Credentialing Board) (POST Requested) 

• “Servant Leadership in Action: Leading Teams, Strengthening Communities”  Presenter:  Ken Vick; Moderator: 
Honorable Kevin Hillman (Cooper Creek 1) (Session Sponsored by ORN) (POST Requested) 

• “Back to the Future: Linking Treatment to Prevention”  Presenter:  Monica Meeks; Moderator: Bill Fehrenbach 
(Cooper Creek 2) (POST Requested) (Session Sponsored by ORN) 

• “Why Nicotine Treatment Matters” Presenter: Darla Belflower; Moderator: Clif Johnson (Cooper Creek 3) (Session 
Sponsored by ORN)  (POST Requested) 

• “Nuts and Bolts of Starting a Rural Family Treatment Court” Presenters: Katie Doman, Honorable Lesley Lynn, Julie 
Spielman, Ellen Long, Amanda Patrick; Moderator: Honorable Cynthia Black  (Fall Creek) (POST Requested) 

• “Emerging Drug Trends: A Continuously Shifting Landscape” Presenter: Don MacNeil, Director of Forensics at 
Ascertain Forensics; Moderator: Andy Thomas  (Session Sponsored by Abbott) (Compton Ferry)  
 

 

                        

 

2:30p.m. – 3:00p.m. 

 
Snack Break—Meet and Greet the Vendors (Exhibitor Area)   

3:00p.m. – 4:30p.m. 

• “Breaking the Cycle:  A Workshop on Understanding and Treating Intimate Partner Violence, Domestic Violence 
and Family Violence” Presenter:  Dr. Ken Robinson and Wendy Sandifer; Moderator: Honorable Kevin Hillman 
(Taneycomo A) (POST Requested)  

• “Clinical Stability and Early Remission in Addiction Treatment: Implications for Treatment Court Decision-
Making” Presenter: Julie Seitz; Moderator: Reggie Palmer (Taneycomo B) (Session Sponsored by Impaired Driving 
Solutions) (POST Requested) 

• “Be Like The Lotus” (Short Creek 1 & 2)”  Presenter: Mirna Herrera; Moderator: Ken Vick (Short Creek 1 & 2)  (POST 
Requested)  

• “You Be the Judge: Navigating Ethical Dilemmas in Treatment Courts” Presenter:  Honorable Cotton Walker, 
Honorable Amy Ashelford & Honorable Casey Clevenger; Moderator: Honorable Corey Moon (Short Creek 3 & 4) 
(POST Requested) 

• “Recovery and Public Safety: Building a Skilled and Credentialed Workforce” Presenter:  Derek McClure and Tim 
Cesario; Moderator: Blair Campmier (Roark) (Session Sponsored by the Missouri Credentialing Board and the National 
Professional Credentialing Association) (POST Requested) 

• “Beyond Abstinence: Building Recovery Capital in Treatment Courts” Presenter:  Katie Doman and Loretta Huff; 
Moderator: Clif Johnson (Cooper Creek 1) (POST Requested) 

• “Dying to be Heard: Amplifying Youth Voices” Presenters:  Monica Meeks; Moderator: Honorable Cynthia Black 
(Cooper Creek 2) (POST Requested) (Session Sponsored by ORN) 

• “Building Bridges: Law Enforcement and Lived Experience Working Together for Stronger Communities.” 
Presenter: John Bartholomew and Dereck Price; Moderator: J.D. Pettey (Cooper Creek 3)  

• “Challenges of Sustaining A Family Treatment Court” – Presenter: Honorable Joseph Purschke, Honorable 
Shannon Dougherty and Sherry Huxol; Moderator: David Yoder (Fall Creek) 

• “The Future of Artificial Intelligence in Treatment Courts & How to Be Prepared” Speaker: Jason Tizedes; 
Moderator: Julie Spielman (Compton Ferry) (Sponsored by Total Court Services) 

Thursday, March 26, 2026 
7:00a.m. - 8:00a.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

8:00a.m. – 9:15 a.m. 

 

 

 

Breakfast Buffett (Exhibit Hall) 

Registration and Exhibitor Area Opens 

• “Judicial Leadership & Peer Integration Breakfast” Presenter: Honorable Alan Blankenship & Derek McClure 
Moderator: Stacey Langendoerfer (Roark) 

 

 

 

• “Lessons from Loss: Addiction, Recovery, and the Power of Connection” Presenter: Thomas Farley; Moderator:  
Honorable Matthew Melton (Taneycomo A)  (POST Requested)                                                                                                                                                                          
  

 

9:15a.m. – 9:30 a.m.  

 

 

• Break 



 

 

9:30a.m. – 10:45a.m. 

Breakout Sessions 

• “Discovering LIFE-MRT® for Mental Health” Presenter:  Dr. Ken Robinson & Wendy Sandifer Moderator:  Bill 
Fehrenbach (POST Requested) (Taneycomo A)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

• “From Compliance to Recovery: Treatment & Recovery Management in Treatment Courts” Presenter: Julie Seitz; 
Moderator: Reggie Palmer (Taneycomo B) (Session Sponsored by Impaired Driving Solutions) (POST Requested) 

•  “Defining Complex Family Trauma, Co-Dependency and Narcissism (Part 1 of 2)”  Presenter:  Carl Dawson; 
Moderator: Wes Sanders  (Short Creek 1 & 2) (POST Requested)  

• “Determining Impairment in Drug Impaired Driving Cases” Presenter:  Honorable Alan Blankenship & Honorable 
Casey Clevenger; Moderator: Clayton VanNurden (Short Creek 3 & 4) (POST Requested)  

•  “Gambling in a Changing Missouri: System Response to Emerging Gambling Risks and Community Impact” 
Presenter:  Derek McClure & Stacey Langendoerfer; Moderator: Clif Johnson (Roark) (Session Sponsored by the 
Missouri Credentialing Board) (POST Requested)  

•  “Reimagining the Phase System: Aligning with the updated Treatment Court Standards”  Presenter: Katie 
Doman and Alissa Hendricks; Moderator: Honorable Kevin Hillman (Cooper Creek 1) (POST Requested) 

• “Holding Space and Holding Boundaries: Vicarious Trauma and Peer Support” Presenter:  Hannah Prince; 
Moderator: Kimberly Crouch (Cooper Creek 2) (POST Requested) (Session Sponsored by the Missouri Hospital 
Association) 

•   “Right Tools, Right Time” Presenter:  David Stoecker: Moderator: John Bartholomew (Cooper Creek 3) (Session 
Sponsored by ORN) (POST Requested)   

•  “Increasing Participation Success with the BARC-10” Presenter: Darla Belflower; Moderator: Gary Helle (Fall 
Creek) (POST Requested) 

• “Vivitrol for Treatment of Alcohol Use Disorder” Presenter: Melissa Gray; Moderator: Andy Thomas (Compton 
Ferry) (Session Sponsored by Alkermes)  

 

 

 

 

 

10:45a.m.-11:00a.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11:00a.m. - 12:15p.m 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12:15p.m.-1:30p.m. 

 

1:30p.m. - 2:45p.m.  

 

 

 

2:45p.m.-3:15p.m 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Break 

 

 

Breakout Sessions 

• “The Importance of Team Building” Presenter: Dr. Ken Robinson & Wendy Sandifer; Moderator: Blair Campmier 
(Taneycomo A) (POST Requested)  

• “Secondary Trauma (or Moral Injury) in the Courtroom: Protecting the Team Without Losing Accountability” 
Presenter: Mirna Herrera: Moderator: Clif Johnson (Taneycomo B) 

•  “Defining Complex Family Trauma, Co-Dependency and Narcissism (Part 2 of 2)” Presenter:  Carl Dawson; 
Moderator: Wes Sanders  (Short Creek 1 & 2) (POST Requested)  

•  “The Choice Based Illustration Model” Presenter:  Honorable Alan Blankenship, Derek McClure and Stacey 
Langendoerfer; Moderator: Kim Crouch (Short Creek 3 & 4) 

• “Stress vs. Burnout-Understanding the Difference for Helping Professionals”  Presenter:  Mark McDonald; 
Moderator:  J.D. Pettey (Roark) 

• “We Are Family: Using the Family Treatment Court Model to Build Stronger Families”  Presenter: Honorable 
Casey Clevenger and Julie Spielman; Moderator: Heather Graham-Thompson (Cooper Creek 1)                                                                                                                                                                               
(POST Requested)  

• “Leading the Team: Judicial Leadership in Effective Staffing” Presenter: Honorable Matt Wilson; Moderator: 
Honorable Scott Lipke (Cooper Creek 2)  (POST Requested)    

• “Suicide Loss Etiquette” Presenter: Heather Williams; Moderator: Honorable Cynthia Black (Cooper Creek 3) (POST 
Requested) 

• “Helping Heroes Write Their Stories” Presenters: Souder Tate; Moderator:  Gary Helle (Fall Creek) (POST 
Requested)  

• “From Compliance to Commitment: Personal Leadership Practices That Support Lasting Recovery” Presenter: 
Angie Chaplin; Moderator: David Yoder (Compton Ferry) (Sponsored by The Way Onward) 
 
                                   

  Lunch Buffet (Exhibit Hall) (Business Meeting, Awards & Court Anniversaries) 

 

  Keynote Address:  Plenary Session  

• Opening Comments by Commissioner Matt Melton 
• “TUNE UP YOUR LIFE” Presenter: LaDonna Gatlin (Taneycomo A)  (POST Requested)                                                                                                                                                                                                   

 

Snack Break—Meet and Greet the Vendors (Exhibitor Area)   

 

  

Breakout Sessions  

• “Soul on Fire: A Story of Resilience, Recovery, and Redemption—Movie Screening”  Moderator: Honorable 
Matthew Melton (Taneycomo A)  (Part 1 of 2) (POST Requested)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

• “Perspectives on Impaired Driving: Integrating Mental Health, Co-Occurring Disorders, and Evidence-Based 
Interventions” Presenter: Jim Eberspacher & Julie Seitz; Moderator: Honorable Alan Blankenship (Taneycomo B) 
(Session Sponsored by Impaired Driving Solutions) (POST Requested) 

• “Psychopharmacology-Hijacking the Brain” Presenters: Carl Dawson; Moderator: Reggie Palmer (Short Creek 1 & 
2)  (Part 1 of 2) (POST Requested)  



3:15p.m.-4:15p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4:15p.m.-4:30p.m 

 

 

. 

 

 

. 

 

 

4:30p.m.-5:30p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• “Cannabis Road Map”  Presenter: Emma Wilson & Kim Rodriguez ; Moderator: Heather Graham-Thompson (Short 
Creek 3 & 4)  (POST Requested)  

• “Overcoming the Hurdles to Become a Recovery Ready Community?”  Presenter: John Bartholomew;  Moderator  
Andy Thomas (Roark) (POST Requested)  

• “The Peer Role: What Makes It Powerful — and What Makes It Hard”  Presenter: Lori Franklin & Stacey 
Langendoerfer; Moderator: Kimberly Crouch (Cooper Creek 1) (POST Requested) (Session Sponsored by Missouri 
Credentialing Board)  

• “A Treatment Court Prosecutor:  A Fish Out of Water” Presenter: Jenny Bartlett; Moderator:  Honorable Matthew 
Wilson  (Cooper Creek 2)     

•  “Smile's Included: The Importance of Smile Rehabilitation in Treatment Court” Presenter: Dr. Lisa Bosch. & 
Corey Moon (Cooper Creek 3); Moderator: Wes Sanders (POST Requested)  

• “Beyond PTSD ~ An Exploration of Moral Injury” Presenters Marcy VanDeBerg with special guest speaker Army 
Veteran and VTC graduate Robert ‘Mike’ Moya; Moderator: Gary Helle (Fall Creek) (POST Requested)  

• “Caring for the Caregiver: Sustaining the Professionals Who Sustain the System. (Resilience, Regulation, and 
Responsibility in Justice Work)” Presenter: Adam Wells; Moderator: Ken Vick (Compton Ferry) (Session Sponsored 
by Criminal Justice Service)  

 

• Break 

 

Breakout Sessions Post-Incarceration Syndrome 

 

• “Soul on Fire: A Story of Resilience, Recovery, and Redemption—Movie Screening”  Moderator: Honorable 
Matthew Melton (Taneycomo A)  (Part 2 of 2) (POST Requested)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

•  “CNS – Depressants” Presenter:  Chris Heartsill; Moderator: Clayton VanNurden (Taneycomo B) (Session Sponsored 
by Regional Toxicology Liaisons) (POST Requested) 

• “Psychopharmacology-Hijacking the Brain” Presenters: Carl Dawson; Moderator: Reggie Palmer (Part 2 of 2) (Short 
Creek 1 & 2)  (POST Requested)  

• “Boundaries in Practice: Ethics, Self-Awareness, and Professional Responsibility” Presenter:  Ken Vick; 
Moderator: Bill Fehrenbach (Short Creek 3 & 4) (POST Requested)    

•  “Fathers Committed to Families?  Presenter: Reggie Palmer & Donna Jo Prater; Moderator: Andy Thomas (Roark) 
(POST Requested)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

• “The Evolution of the Opioid Crisis in the United States” Presenters: Tim Cesario; Moderator: Blair Campmier 
(Cooper Creek 1) 

• “Post-Incarceration Syndrome” Presenters: Mark McDonald: Moderator: Sherry Huxol (Cooper Creek 2) (POST 
Requested)  

•  “The Community Violence Intervention Ecosystem That Supports Community Transformation” Presenter:  
D’Markus Thomas-Brown; Moderator: Derek McClure (Cooper Creek 3) (POST Requested)  

• “Extraordinary Outcomes for Veterans” Presenter: Honorable Scott Sifferman; Moderator:  Gary Helle (Fall Creek) 
(POST Requested)  

 

 

 

 

7:00a.m. – 8:00a.m 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:45a.m. - 9:00a.m                                      

 

 

                                                                                         

 

 

 

 

Friday, March 27, 2026 

Breakfast (Exhibit Hall) 

Registration Opens  

 

 

 

 

 

Breakout Sessions  

• “Over The Counter Intoxicants”  Presenter:  Chris Heartsill; Moderator: Honorable Corey Moon (Taneycomo A) 
(POST Requested) (Session Sponsored by Regional Toxicology Liaisons) 

• “Cannabis and Cars” Presenter:  Mark Stodola; Moderator: Bill Fehrenbach (Taneycomo B (Session Sponsored by 
American Probation and Parole Association) (POST Requested)  

• “The Symbiosis of Body and Mind” Presenter: Mirna Herrera; Moderator: Ken Vick (Short Creek 1 & 2) (POST 
Requested)  

• “The Zone of Helpfulness-Reducing Codependency and Increasing Healthy support” Presenter: Mark McDonald; 
Moderator: Heather Graham-Thompson (Short Creek 3 & 4) (POST Requested)  

•  “Building Bridges: A Guide to Starting a Mental Health Treatment Court  Presenter: Katie Doman and Danielle 
Mason; Moderator: J.D. Pettey (Roark) (POST Requested)  

• “Jail Diversion Program: A Partnership Between Springfield-Greene County Health Department and Springfield 
Municipal Court ” Presenter: Judge Wendy Garrison, Jenny Deppe, Angie Atwell and Jody Austin; Moderator: Wes 
Sanders  (Cooper Creek 1) 

• “You Belong Here: Addressing Imposter Syndrome to Strengthen the Treatment Court Team”  Presenter:  David 
Stoecker; Moderator: Andy Thomas (Cooper Creek 2) (POST Requested)  

•  “They Are Moving Through the Phases but Are They Moving Through the Stages?” Presenter: Heather Williams 
Moderator: David Yoder (Cooper Creek 3) (POST Requested)  

• “Why Good Dads?” Presenter: John Bartholomew; Moderator: Blair Campmier (Fall Creek) (POST Requested)  

 



 

 

 

 

9:00a.m.-9:15a.m 

 
 
 

9:15a.m.-10:30a.m. 
 
10:30a.m.-10:45a.m. 

 
 
10:45a.m.-11:45a.m. 

 

11:45a.m.-Noon. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Break 

 

 

 
• “ON FIRE: Ignite a Radically Inspired Life” Speaker: John O’Leary; Moderator: Honorable Matthew Melton  

(Taneycomo A) (POST Requested)  
 
 
 

• Break 

 

 

 

• Closing Keynote Speaker:  Sean Astin; Moderator: Derek McClure (Taneycomo A) (POST Requested)  

 

• Closing/Wrap Up (Taneycomo A)  
 
Attendance Prize Giveaways and Drawings will be held Immediately AFTER the Closing Keynote Address.  You 
Do Not want to miss this year’s giveaways—(You must be present to win!) 
 
*Please note sessions, speakers or rooms may change prior to the conference.  The agenda will be updated 
online.  
 
*POST Hours for Law Enforcement are being requested.  As sessions are approved they will be updated on the website.   
 
Contact Hours are also being sought for counselors and with the MO Bar and the information will also be updated.   
 

Remember-- You must wear your nametag to attend any sessions, 
meals or snack breaks.  (No Exceptions!) 

 

.  
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